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N EMINENT American omithologiat re

cently was nskod (o name the ten most
by Hoial birde of the United States
I s his anewer N wwlke, kill-
deer plover, chimney swift, bluebird
downy woodpecker, phoobe, chlckades,

barn swallow, purple martin and chip-
2 ping sparrow

Having given names of the ten
birds over whose good decds man should
the ornithologist sald, “But the st s
longer There other bLirds and many of
them, that work ad hard or nearly as hiard for
man a= those which 1 have named Between
19 and 40 species there |s small room for cholce,
but let the ten stand because the lst

cannot be Improved upon.”
Later tho scientist wp
for he said that thore wera
which ut least

the
4

rejolce

are

perhaps

to hedge a little,
some birds of prey
should have a place

side by side

with the fumillars of orchard and garden to
which he had given first rank. The cause of the
hirda of prey, however been pleaded before.
The barn owl, the aparrow hawk and some
others have bheen given their credit marks, but
It I8 to be doubted, porhaps, If anvthing which
can ho anld In behall of a predatory one which

occasionally nleks wp a chicken
save 12 life when it fs caught In
coany
8 n
for

will
the

serve o
act of lar

Not one of the birds in the Table of Ten
thief. Honest, woll-meaning and
the mosl part neighborly., thoy go through
their lives working. which mreans eating, in order
that man more fully may reap what he has sown

It is admittadly probable that some cloge stu-
dents of the habits of birds may dispute the ae-
curacy of the list us It Is given, but it Is not
likely that anyone who has watched the daily
operstions of these friends In feathers from night-
hawk to chipping sparrow will he able to prove
that 56 much as one black mark should be entered
on the dally records of their lives.

Hy their appetites ya shnll know them., A hird
Is good or bad from the agriculturists’ viewpolint
according to what and how much it eats, This
Is & plain (ale of the birds' bill of fare. It is
lucky, perhaps, for the songsters, as well as for
the tuneless ones, that the birds of the best
habita of lifa are well known by slght to all
Americans. The trouhle that the bird protectors
have found les almost wholly In the fact that
tha habits of birde are not as well known as
the birds themselves,

It was Dr. A. K. Fisher of the Blologienl Sur.
vy who named the ten most useful birds, He
In In charge of “"aconomle Investigations™ In the
Bureau of the Bilologleal Survey of the Depart-
ment of Agriculture. In the bureau are kept
the bird records, The papers In the pigeon holes
In part read like the ciatalogues of & rReed store
and the collection lists of an entomologist. One
can say of the birds that seeds and insects “form
tha chief of their dlet.™

To go to the mammals for a figure of speech
it has taken years of closest work and field work
to separate the sheep from the goats. In the
bird world thera are many more sheep than there
are goats, but the job of separation has been
hard. In the little flock of best friends of the
farmaor there are only two birds which, perhaps.
are not wall known to all suborban dwellers. The
two are the killdeer plover and the yellow-billed
ouckoo. The nighthawk, which heads the list,
I, or ought to be, known to everybody. Of course
it is not & hawk at all, and the name by which
it is known in the Northern states, has hurt it
Paraphrasing It might be said, “Give a bhird =
bad name and it will shoot (t.” In the Southern
wtates the nighthawk (s known as the bull-bat.
In the fall and winter 1t 1s killed ruthlessly and
to np purpose except that of so-called sport, for
it is useless, or virtually useless as food

Nighthawks are wholly Insectivorous
no damage to crops. F. B, L. Beal, who has
made field studiea for the Biologleal Survey of
the dietary of virtually all the commoner hirds,
says of the food of the nighthawk, “Trus bugs,
motha, Mes, grasshoppers and crickets are !m-
portant elements of {ts food. Beveral specles of
mosquitoes, Including the transmitter of malaria,
are eatan. Other well-known pests consumed
by the nighthawk are Colorado potato beetles,
cooumber beetles, rice, clover-leal and rotton-
boll weevils, bill bugs, bark beetles, squash bugs
and moths of the cotton worm.”

The killdesr plover is one of the nolsy birds,
A part of [ta Latin name I8 “Vociferus" which
speaks for itself. While the killdeer ordinarily
i accounted a game bird it s poor eating. The
good that it does mhould save it from persecu-
tion, but gunoers are not apt to discriminate,
and so the killdeer frequently suffers. This bird
lives in the opem country. More than 99 per
cent of ita food consists of anlmal matter, The
record shows: Beetles, 17.08 per cent; other in-
secls, a8 gragshoppers, caterpillars, ants, bugs,

dis flles, dragon flles and two-winged flles,

9.64 per cent, and other {nvertabrates as centl-
pedes, spiders, ticks, oyster worms, earthworms,
souniis, crabs and other crustacea, 21.12 per cent.
Vegetabla mattor composes 2.28 per cent of the
total food, and Is chbiefly made up of weedseeds,
such as buttonwesd, smartweed, foxtall grass and
nlghtshade, The alfalfa weevil, & new and de

cheearful,
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G
de;‘rﬁ 6.Clark

IOTOCRAPHS O™ (. 5.
BIOLOCICAL SURVEY

Barn
SHALLOW ™

SLIE BIRD

structive pest, has been proved to be a favorite

food for the Killdeer
The chimney swift, almost always called the
chimney swallow, although It |s not a awaliow

at all

A% A NUisance
apt to maoake

ts sometimes looked upon
* In the summer time It Is
or less of o racket In the chimnoeys lead-
which tiredl folkk are try
his swift-wingoed bird never lights
id, & treée or a bullding., Ita only
place 18 on sooty brickas in the dark
wrlor of & chimney or on the inner wood of
some hollow tree In o wilderness that knows no
All of the swift's food s captured on

g [rom bedrooms in

Ing to slaen
ipon the

réesting

chimney

the wing. It eats thousands of mosguitoes, gnats
and other noxlous winged insects. It hunts from
daviight 1o dark, and all fts hunting s in the

Interest of man. The swift gathers its nesting
miaterial while on the wing, It has & curious
habit, while in flight, of nipping off the tips of

dend twigs., and so quickly and neativ is the
thing done that the eye barely can follow the
operation.

The bluebird, with its "violet of song'" is loved
wherever it Is known., Luckily bluebirds are
prolific creatures, for abowt twenty yoars ngo a
soverely cold winter made such inroads on the
triba that it was fearsd the birds might never
come back Into their own. They came back, and
now there are as many a8 ever and they are con-
tinuing a warfure agalnst man's enemles with no
pacificist in the land to Interpose objection.

The bluebhird {s glven third place in the list of
the ten most beneficent birds. Sclence |s cruel
in order to be kind. Nearly nine hundred blue-
birds met death so that the sclentists might
prove that they were useful to man. An exam-
ination of the stomachs of the martyrs showed
that fiS per cent of the food “consists of Insects
and their allies, while the other 32 per cent is
made up of various vegetable substances found
moatly in the stomachs of birds taken in winter.”

It i o bappy thing for the bluebird that the
solentists are able to set it down that “so far as
its vegetable food s concerned the bird Is posl-
tively harmless.” The bluebird {s a beauty. It
is neighborly and kindly disposed. Itg appealing
spring-time note sounds far away, for the blue-
bird 1s a ventriloguist. It perches in a tree at
the doorstep, but seemingly calls to you from
the askies,

The downy woodpeoker 18 the tiniest mesnber
of the woodpecker famlly which spreads {tself
pretty well over the United States. The downy
eats averything in the bug and insect line from
tiny ants to bilg caterpillars. Frequently these
little woodpeckers are shot by orchardists be-
caluse they appear to be fujuring the trees. This
Is what Dr. Glover, an entomologiat of the De-
partment of Agriculture, has sald concerning this
matter of suspicion:

“On one occasion a downy woodpecker was
observed making a number of small, rough-
edged perforaticns in the bark of a young ehade
tree. Upon examining the tree when the bird
had flown away, it was found that whereaver the
bark had been injured the young larvae of the
wood-eating bestles had been snugly colled under-
neath and had been destroyed by the birds. The
hairy woodpecker, a bigger brothar of the downy,
also is a beneflcent bird, but the little one
rather outdoes the blg one In the work of well
doing.

The phoebe 18 the true harbinger of spring,
even {f the robin and the blueblrd more frequent-
Iy are givéen the homar. The phoebe belongs to
the tribe of fiycatchers and It takes virtually all
of ita food on the wing. It cannot come north
unt{l spring comes as its companlon, bacause its
food does not fiy about In cold weather,

I have soen four young phoebes sitting side
by side on the limb of & tree while the mother
bird for two hours struck down quarry with which
to feed them. Not a mistake did she make, and
sahe played no favorites. Out from the llmb she
would dart, there would be a click of the bhill
and an insect tidbit would be fed to one of the
fiedglings, The young were fed omne after an-
other, the mother bird spparently remembering
which one had been given the last mouthful.

F. E. L. Beal of the Blological Survey says all
that Is necessary to prove the phoebe's case:

“There are but few birds in the United States
more endearsd to the rural and village popula-
tion than the common phoebe, Its habit of as-
sociating itself with man and his works, its
trustful disposition and the fact that it never ia
#een to prey upon any product of husbandry have
rendered It almost sacred.”

CHIFEING SEARROW ™

A

The chickadee appealed to Ralph Waldo Emer:
son. The bird has a phllosophy of its own and
Emerdon recognized It. It stays In
country all winter, for no cold can ahackle its
(ties nor chill 1ts cheer. Emerson met the
chickadee on a blustery winter day and wrote:d

¢ was this atom in full Lbreath
ing definnce nt vast death;
g serap of wvalor just for play

Fronts the north wind in walstcoat gray.

A favorite food of the chickadee consists of
the egps of the two specles of tent caterpiliar
moths which are among the most destrootive of
insects, In wiuter it eats larvae, chrysallds and
eggs of moths, varied by a few seeds. Tho
bird's bill of fare is made up for the main part
of Insects, nearly all of which are known to the
farmer or frult raiser as pests.

The barn swallow and the purple grackle,
cousin swallows, are familiar to all dwellers in
the country. There are five other common spe-
cles of swallows found with
and all of them are of beneflcent ilfe. Swal-
lows take all of thelr food. or nearly all of it,
while on the wing, Virtually all of the insects
which they destroy are elther injurious or an-
noying. and the government scientists say that
the numbera of the pests “destroyed by
lows are not only beyond calculation, but almost
beyond {megination.™

Wordsworth might have asked the American
cuckoo. ns he did fts European cousin, whether
he should call it a bird or but a wandering volece.
Thers are two fairly abundant spacles of cuckoon
in America, the yellow-billed and the black-hilled.
Thelr habits are much allke. These two hirds
are ventriloquists, Onp hears their volces where
they are not. The cuckoos thread thelr way
through the tangles of branches, gliding after
the manner of ghosts, The bird eats what most
other birds disdain, It has n special fondness for
the great halry destructive caterpillara, and when
it finds a nest of the tent eaterpiliars it will not
move on until the destruetion of the pests and
their home I8 complete. The cuckoo frequently
{s called the rain crow. It has no place as n
weather prophet, however, for it Is apt to be
eapecially voclferous in the dryest times,

In the st of the ten best birds there Ils only
oné bird of the doorvard. These !itle birds
nest in the currant bushes, In the vines which
clamber over the porch or o the hedges which
bound the dooryard domain, Sparrows are known
as seed eaters, and this might carry an implica-
tion that they are destroyers of graln. Some
of them are, but we hava the sclentiste as wit-
nesses that the food habits of the chipping spar-
row, the bird which comes to your doorstep for
erumbs, are all good. It has been written of it
that it is “well worthy of the welcome and pro-
tection which It everywhere recelvea”

It must not be thought because ten birds have
been namaed as the best friends of the farmer
that thers are not scores of others whose daily
work is for the good of man. The ten excel
but the others strive with them throughout their
short llves to work as well an In them lles for
the good of man who too often, misunderstanding
their Intentlons, becomes their persecutor.

GAFE FROM BARBED WIRE,

One of the most trying tasks incldent to trenoh
fghting has been considerably lightened by the
appearance in the British trenches of gloves madae
of a fabric which 18 sald to be Impervious to
barbed wire points, says Popular Sclence Monthly.
The fabric is made up into mittens, with the first
finger and thumb separate. The fabric Is water
proof, and in addition the gloves are (nsulated for
gripping electrically charged wires,

The same material 1s applied to the manufuo-
ture of sleeping bags, which, when opened, may
be thrown over a barbed wire entanglement 1o
allow a soldler to climb over the sharp points
without injury. When made up into vests or tunics
the fabric is strong encugh to turn shrapuel
splinters or even a bullet when it has jost part of
ity momentum. The Interllning is antisepticized,
s0 that if & bullet goes through it takes into the
wound enough antiseptic wool to prevent polson-
ing. )

The materials used in fhe manufacture of this

remarkable fabric bave been sedulously kept
secret this far,

Ewal- 1' large upon it sumewhat by saying that

GATHERED FACTS

France ls stitoulating attention to
gardening.

Persons with blue eyes are supyosed
to be Immune (o color blindness,

Visiting cards made of aheet iron
wore one of Baron Krupp's spaciaities.

It Is waid that & single drop of nico-
tne will kill & rabbit in three and »
half minutes. _

A watch requires 175 separate parts,

oanary io

than 2,400 operations belng noe-
o manufacture. 1

e,

Electrical apparatus taking current
from a lght socket has been invented
by & French sclentist to purify the alr
in a room by lterally pumplog it into
& reservolr and washing It

To enabls his auvtomobile to run

A new French motorcyele has been
glven a fourtesn horse-power engine
by Its Inventor.

An Engliah sportaman's yacht is so
buiit that his sutomobile ean be low-
ered into it to provide power.

Queen Klenore of Dulgaria s sald to
have expended her entire personal for-
tune for the rellef of her subjects.

An aatomoblle hus bosn tuyented in
which the power i transmitted from
the engine to the driving shaft
by & magnet without any mechsnical

connection between them,
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POSTSCRIPTS
The phonograph and telephone are
employed in a SBouth Carolina inven-
tor's automatic fire alarm that calls
up a central pperstor and tells
where & blazo {8 starting. !
Mechanlsm conslsting of  serfes of
jointed strips or lowering several ven-
-ml at once by manipulating a

hay bees

X

the north |

| e gencrally.

AFRO-AMERICAN CULLINGS

In an address delivered before the
graduating class of the night colored
high echool at Houston, Tex., Prof.
L. M. Terrell said in part:

“The fact that the city of Houston
mukes appropriations for the mainte
nance of a colored ulght school cer-

“| tainly has a significance which por

tends gnod for the future relntionship
of the race in this city. It further
goes to show that the tendency of
the governing element |8 toward a
greater and greater care and interest
in all of its citizons. Houston has
learned the lesson that fis perma:
nenca and growth, ke that of any cily,
rest In the highest ntelligence and de-
velopment of all Its people, And 1t
Is gratifying to note that it public
officiale as wall as 1ts press are show-
ing such broad spifit in (helr atti-
tude with respeet to Its colored con-
stituency,

"It makes my hoart glad to witness
this response which my people are
giving to the opportunities afforded
themy In the night school, Aa the
Post editorial so magnanimously said
recently, the white people of Houston
can no more get nlong and do not
want to get along without the Negro
than the Negro without the white poeo-
ple,

“While this is true, 1 want to warn
you that we are leds able to get along
without them than they without us.
And it is to our interest to make
ourselves more and more Indispensa-
ble by Increasing our usefulness,
Nothing is necessaary but what I1s of
use and value (o the development and
progress of world civilization. And
the consciousness of this fact should
serve (o inspire us 1o greater useful-
nesas hoth to curselves and to the pub-
This graduating <lass

| should ba an ingpiration to the whole

1 the United States |

Negro population not only In Houston
but Texas. ‘These men and women
raallzed possible Incrense of
thelr value to thiemselves and to the
city by a systematic tralning of thelr
minds and bands and they have had
the ambition and will to apply them-
selvea In order to socure it.

“A% a copstituent of soclety, in an
economic way, each individual owes
it to that soclety to becomo just as
great an asset ns is within his ca-
pacity to be. And the man or wom-
an who Is unselfish enough to study
his relations and duties to the sooiety
in which he lives, and secks to ad-
just himsell therewith in such o way as
will promote the highest good of all,
{8 the most useful and is bound to se-
cure the good will and praise of that
society. This stutement hazs a sub-
tle meaning und it ls for you to
work out that meaning. [ might en-

the

the Individual who would be satisfled
with n thing, whatever it was, upon
the sole conditicn that it suited him,
without regard to how it affected the
rest of humanity, s an unfit and un-
desirable ecltizen. This applies alike
to all men of all stations, every-
where.

"] am glad that we have some Among
us, as represented by the 23 persons
who have come up through the courses
of the night school to the point where
they are permitted to sit before us
to graduate, who have been broad
enotigh in their vislon to see that their
duty is not to themselves alone; and
that, although they have met with
obstacles and had difficuities to sur-
mount, they have been willing to make

1 wigh to wuggest that every employer
prefars intelllgent help, Intelligence
grounded upon an honest integrity ia

a useful and valuable commodity
wheraver found, and will be recog-
nized and rewarded. It pays to be

intelligent: It pays to be honest. In-
telligence of the right sort begots hon-
eaty because It helps one to see the
folly of dishonesty and its inevitable
consequences; and at the same time
points out the advantages of a sound

integrity,
"Skilled Iabor Is » thing being
fought after In all " work. Peo-

ple are realizing that efMolency means
sconomy, And the laborer who In-
crenses his eflMlelency by Inereasing his
skill through systematic study and
training of bis mind and hands s
bound to secure employment over hie
less gqualifod brothor™

One thing that was sharply brought
home to Mrs. Mary McLeod Bethune,
famous Negro teacher, and principal
of the Daytona school, was the lack
of proper attention for the sick.

“There were hespitals for -vhites,
but none for Negroes," sald Mra,
Hethune to an interviewar; “there
wore nurses for the white people but
the Negroes could not afford them.
The white physicians were kind, but
felt that they could not Intrude upon
the feelings of white patients by tak-
ilng care of our slek. The thing to
do was to establish our own hospitals,
traln our own nurses and educate our
own doctors. | knew that this meant
money and the nickels and dimes that
1 could get from my own people would
not be enough, The only thing for
me to do was to beg of thoss whom
God had prospered, that the less for-
tunate might be given a chance to live
and grow better. | went to Thomas
H. White and out of & generous heart
he giave. Andrew Carnegie reaponded
to n request for §1.000. Altogather
we Talsed $5,000, and with
bulilt the only hospital for colored peo-
ple in the district. White physiclans
co-operate with the Negro. Our nurses
do distriet work and earry the laws
of health and sanitation into the
homes of our people. The hospital
has come ns 4 great oasis in a des-
art, townrd which the people in their
sickness and despalr reach for health
and tenderness.”

The old-time cornerstone laying Is
uhout to take its place among the ral
les and back-number customs, for in
a0 many of the buildings of the more
modern type the cornerstone has lost
ita significance., Its place s being
tuken by the driving of the silver rivet,
as was done recently in the 26-story
bullding being erected at Forty-second
atreet and Madison avenue, in New
York eity. The rivet was driven with
the ceremony that usually goes with
the placing of the cornerstone, and on
the completion of the structure it will
be exposed In a silver box in the wall
of the lobby

Nettles good human food? Of
course. They have been known as
such immemorially in thrifty Switzer-
land and other careful countiries,
There is no hetter rival to spinach
in the whole vegetabld kingdom. And
the nettle ought to be otillzed, It does
80 abound. It is the one weed, al
most the only one, that grows in all
countries under the sun, so say gar-
deners who fight it year by vear and

the sacrifice in order to make of | have never {aken the right revenge
themselves more useful citizens, And | of eating It.
- v ~r o~ .

Bishop lsalah Henjamin Scott, the
only Negro misslonary hishop of the
Methodist Eplscopal church, notified
the subcommittes on Effectiveness of
Bishops <f his intention to retire st
the present session of the general con-
ference, The news caused u stir when
it became known. Bishop Scott, it was
learned, had been in conference with
the subcommittee for several days,

Negro delegates to the confercnce
upon hearing of Bishop Scott's Inten-
tion held a cauvcus and declded to
proposs two candidates, also Negroos,
ns Bishop Scott's successor. They
were Rev, Dr. J, W. E. Bowen ol At-
lanta, n professor al the Gammon The-
ological seminary, and Rev. Dr. R. E.
Jones, editor of the Southweatern
Christian Advocate, - The Negro dele-
gates desired Bishop Scott’s suocess-
or to be a blshop with full powers.

The reason given by Bishop Scott
for his request for retirement was
that the health of one of his daugh-
tors will not permit her to lve in Al
rica, where he has been stationed, and
that the enforced separation from
his wife and family, who live In
Nashville, Tann,, makes it undesirable

for him to retain his present office,
Bishop Scott I8 sixty4iwo years old,
and in normal eircumstances would
not be retired until the general con-
ference nearest his soventy-third birth-
day., He was elected hishop for Africa
In May, 1904, and his episcopal real
dence has been In Monrovia, Liberia.
It 48 understood that he will be re-
tired on a pension of $1,600 & year.

American resders of Hritish newspa-
pors find some queer things in the ad-
vertising columns. ““Wanted, strong,
tidy general, wall recommended,” for
instance, does not indicate a paucity
of leaders in the British army. “Gen-
ernl” as thus used (8 merely an ab
breviated expression for "general sery.
ant” or "houseworker.”

Forty-eight materials are used In
the construction of & plano, which
come from noe fewer than 16 coun-
tries.

Sereens which effectually keep fog
from entering bulldlugs by way of
electric ventllating fans have been
perfected in England.

Extinetion of the Petrovitch dy-
pasty in Montenegro, no matter what
the ultimate fate of that siate may be,
Is predicted by political writers, who
nsiert the Montenegrins are indignant
over the surrender of King Nicholas
to Austria. Annexation to Serbis, fore-
seen by many if the allies win, would
be a reunion of two peoples very close-
Iy related in race,

An electrically drivap machine has
been invented for splitting kindling

i

A boat supported by inflatable pon-
toons and driven by bicyele gearing
has been Invented that can be folded
into a small parcel for carrying, as it
welghs but 28 pounds

It you count the number of times
the letter “a” is used in a book, you
will find the averige to be less than
one in a thousand.

Seventy per cent of the American

people use electricity in some form
every davw

-

of water imto it. it would overfiow,
You don't call that & fine stream, do
you? “Falth,” sald the owner, bland-

Iy, “If it were much finer you coulda't
see it at alll™

Really More Likely,
“Professor, 1 picked up this hairpin
at Pompell. Do you think the Pom.
pelian women wore halrpins such ag
this?" T think 1t more lkely that it
was dropped by another tourisl” re
sponded the professer alter some

this we |
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LESSON FOR JUNE 4.
THE CALL OF THE WEST,

LESHON TEXT—Acte 15:38; 16:16
GOLDEN TEXT-Coms over intp Mace-
donla and help us——Acta 18

Following the commission’s report
at Antioch of the declalon of the Jeru-
salem church, Paul and Barnabas and
others continued thelr evangelism in
that eity (ech, 16:85). These leaders
soon felt the need of revisiting the
soenes of thelr former labors (v. 36),
but when it came to the organization
of their party, Paul refused to acceds
to the decision of Barnabas that John
Mark should anpcompuny them (va. 7,
38, seo Acts 14:13). 8o sharp a con-
tention aroge that two parties wers or-
Vganized. That Paul later forgave
Mark is evidenced by his tender rofer-
ences to him,

I. A Closed Door. Ch. 16:1:8, Paul's
compantons for this second mission-
ary tour were Bilas (16:40), Luke
(seo use of word “we v. 13), and
Timothy (v, 1-3). The latter came of
good nncestry, had good tralnlng and
was of good report, still to avold con-
tention he submitted to the rite of
egircumeision. Paul's work waa o
promulgate the Jerusalem decree, to
establish or to confirm the churches
and to add to these churches new con-
verts, BHut that did not entirely ful-
fill Paul's commission (#:15). The
word “Asia” (v. 6) means the Roman
province of Asia and, wisely obeying
the Spirit's direction, Paul passed on
untfl he came to the seaport town of
Troaa. At a Iater time Paul spoke
the "word of the Lord Jesus" in Asin
with wonderful effect (19: 1, 8§, 19,
26, 27). It must have burmed within
the bonea of Paul thus to be re
strained, but It did not serve as an ox-
cuse for him to take a vacation, but
rather to seek new felds wherein to
preach, Thus he came to Troas, It
must have appeared strgnge at the
time, but God was working out larger
| plans for his faithful servant and for
the advancement of hia infant church.
In this connection It Is suggestive
(see Revised Version), that the name
giveén to the Spirit is “the Splrit of
Jesus,” indicating his nearness to and
directions in every advance step.

Il. The Macedonian Call. v, 813,
Paul had several epochmaking vl
sions; on the Damascus road (§:3, 4
and 26:19); in Jerusalem (23:11); mt
the time of his shipwreck (27:23),
and the one we are now consldering.
A vislon 1s a knowledge of the need
and of the resources at one's com-
mand., Grecian beauty, philosophy,
wrt and culture wpeeded Christ.
‘Ohrist’ &% ‘a resourcs Wwas™ ndeguato
and available to supply that need.
This vislon Paul saw: through It God
called him to sacedonin. “We"
(the first use of that pronoun In the
book of Acts), Paul and Luke, (mme-
'dlutelr easayed to oboy. Tradition
tells us that Luke "the beloved physi-
cian” was & native of Antloch and
had met Paul at the university of Tar-
Bus,

The promptness with which thesa
men responded is worthy of empha-
gls. The wislon mmounted to a eall,
and s response to God's call must for
all time be the secret of a happy and
effective life. There 18 no progress
in mere metaphysical speculation.

lil. The Open Door, v. 14, 15. On
what seeming (trifles does history
turn!  An outcast wandering Jew
coming to help a proud, cultured, In-
fluential foreign city, but he bears the
Gospel which alone can be of help
to them. PFaul did not walt to “im-
vastigata the fleld' pnor to establish
a working organiszation. He knew
® better polnt of contact, and that was
to find those in that city who knew
God even though Ignorant of Christ.
He began by preaching Jesus, not
comparative rellglons, nor did he
seck to found “community centers”
with soup kitchens nnd soclal uplift.
Paul knew that to elevate the individ-
usl by establishing him in the faith of
Christ would soon result In commu-
nity uplift On the other hand, &
faith which evaporates In words and
doea not give tangible, concrete evi-
dence In works may well be chal-
lenged as to its belng genulne. There
waa no supernatural direction as to
what part of Macedonia Paul was to
vinit, and exercising his common
sense, Paul went at onece to the prin-
cipal city. He did not begin at once
to preach the Gowspel (v. 12 R. V),
but waited and watched for an oppor-
tunity, doubtless praying much for a
favarable opening (Ch, 13: 14; 1T:%;
18:4), When they did begin It was
In & most modest and humble way.
“Not even in & synogague—no crowd
called together by flaming advertise
méents; simply a company of ohscurse,
praying women gathered according to
Jewisb custom, apart from the syna-
gogue, by the side of running water.”

The “man of Macedonln” seems to
have been & woman unless we consider
the Philipplan jallor. This opew-air
mesting was ona of the most notable
in history. The Lord opened the
heart of plous Lydia and it was the
turning point of the evangelization of
Europe and America and the world.
God must open the hearts of men and
women {Jobn 8:44. 45; Eph. 1:17, 18;
Luke 24:45), and this be is willing
and glad to do, Ths steps of this
woman's conversion wre clearly
marked and present & good type. (1)
Bhe went out to pray (v. 13), (%) She
beard the word (v, 18, 14; soo mlso
John 6:24). (3) Bhe had her heart
opened by the Lord (v, 14). (4) Bhe
“gave heed to the things which were
spoken” (v, 13 and Mark 16:16). (§)
Bhe wmade public confession of her
newly-found faith by baptism.

(€) Sho carried with her the whole
in her business snd servants (v, 31
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